

[image: ]Vital Village is a network of residents and organizations committed to maximizing child, family, and community well-being.  The BMC Vital Village Network has partnered with over 50 community organizations and numerous residents in 3 Boston neighborhoods: Dudley, Codman Square, and Mattapan.

[image: ]The Vital Village Network is supporting better collaboration among health care providers, educators, family service agencies, legal advocates and community residents to promote child and family well-being and safety.  We strive to build protective factors and family strengths, into the context of existing systems of care. 

The Vital Village Network currently has two ongoing collaborative efforts to promote breastfeeding success.  First, we are partnering with the Boston Public Health Commissions Father Friendly Initiative (FFI).  FFI is committed to providing low-income men in Boston with resources and tools to support their family and community.  In 2013 they launched a campaign: Fatherhood and Nurturing through a process informed by community residents and with support in facilitating this process by Vital Village.  This campaign included media tools and an educational workshop on infant feeding and breastfeeding support.  We are now developing an additional series specifically focused on the role of fathers in supporting breastfeeding, again in collaboration with community residents.  
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]A second project involves supporting the development of meaningful small group opportunities to support breastfeeding using the BABY CAFÉ model.  Lactation Services at Boston Medical Center is supporting the launch of the BABY CAFÉ model in select community sites.  In 2013, we helped connect them to one of our partner agencies interested in hosting a BABY CAFÉ, and this café is planned to open in the winter of 2014.  We also are doing outreach to our community resident partners to receive training as peer counselors through local WIC offices.
We plan to continue to work to support connections to our partner agencies willing to host a BABY CAFÉ, and the training of community residents who would like to become peer counselors.  We hope to support the emergence of a network of BABY CAFÉ’s throughout the three Boston neighborhoods we are working in: Dudley Square, Codman Square, and Mattapan.
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Men Are Natural Born Nurturers Too 



Father Friendly Initiative, a program of the Boston Public Health Commission. 
Providing case management to fathers, assisting with housing, education, 
employment, parenting, custody, and much more.  617-534-9525 










Men Are Natural Born Nurturers Too

 

Father Friendly Initiative, a program of the Boston Public Health Commission. 

Providing case management to fathers, assisting with housing, education, 

employment, parenting, custody, and much more.  617-534-9525

 


image3.emf



Men Are Natural Born Nurturers Too 



Father Friendly Initiative, a program of the Boston Public Health Commission. Providing 
case management to fathers, assisting with housing, education, employment, parenting, 
custody, and much more.  617-534-9525 










Men Are Natural Born Nurturers Too

 

Father Friendly Initiative, a program of the Boston Public Health Commission. Providing 

case management to fathers, assisting with housing, education, employment, parenting, 

custody, and much more.  617-534-9525

 


image4.png





Ptal

Vial Villag is a natwork of residents
and _organizations  commited o
maxinizing chid, iy, and
community woll boing. Tho BMG Vital

Village Nowork has partnered wih over 50 community

organizations and rumerous residerts n 3 Boston neighborhoods:

Dudley, Codman Square, and Matapan.

‘e Vita Village Network is supporting beter collboration smong
hoalih caro providers, educators, family service agencies, legal
dvoctes and communty resderts 1o promete chid and faraly
wollboing and safery. Wo strive to buld protectvo facors and
il srangth, intothe coniext of exising sysiema of are.

The Vial Vilage Network
cuontly has two _ongoing
collsborutve efors to promote
broasiseding success. Firs,we
are partnering with the Boston
Public Hoalh . Commissions
Father Prendly Initiative (°FD.
FT1 s commited o providing
lowincome men in Boston with
resources nd fool o sapport
heir amily and community. In
2013 they launchod & campaign:
Fathertood . and  Nurturing
{hrough a process nlormed by
communiy rosidonts and with
support i facilating his
process by Vial Vilage. This




